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 Champagne Cold at South Pole Party

 AMUNDSENSCOTT STATION, Antarctica--The champagne had been on ice for months. So had most of the revelers at one of the world's most remote New Year's Eve parties - the U.S. scientific base at the South Pole. Braving subzero temperatures, about 220 staff members at the Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station saw in the new millennium as a midnight sun shone weakly from the horizon. The station, which looks like a huge golf ball half-buried in the polar ice, is home to National Science Foundation researchers, construction workers and support staff who spend months on end at the bottom of the Earth. At midnight (6 a.m. EST Friday), staff uncorked their champagne in temperatures hovering around minus 26. Scientists at the station are carrying out crucial research into atmospheric conditions and polar climate change, while astronomers use two telescopes to peer through the pollution-free Antarctic skies into the depths of space. The party started at 9 p.m. Friday night (3 a.m. EST) with a makeshift band playing for their colleagues and champagne at midnight. Later in the morning, the entire station's staff turned out for a brief ceremony for the relocation of the post marking the South Pole. The post is shifted each year because the polar ice sheet drifts about 30 feet annually. After the rod was hammered into the ice, revelers popped the cork on another bottle of champagne and the party continued. Meanwhile, 370 people flew from Australia low over the icebound continent in a chartered Qantas Airways' Boeing 747 to welcome in the new millennium. Organizers said the passengers and crew were among the first people in the world to see the first sunrise of the 21st century. 
