
16 December 1811  
"There was a great shaking of the earth this morning. Tables and chairs turned over and knocked 
around - all of us knocked out of bed. The roar I thught would leave us deaf if we lived. It was not 
a storm. when you could hear, all you cold hear was screams from people and animals. It was the 
worst thing that I have ever wittnesed. It was still dark and you could not see nothng. I thought 
the shaking and the loud roaring sound would never stop. You could not hold onto nothing neither 
man or woman was strong enough - the shaking would knock you lose like knocking hicror nuts 
out of a tree. I don't know how we lived through it. None of us was killed - we was all banged up 
and some of us knocked out for awile and blood was every where. When it got daybreak you 
could see the damage done all around. We still had our home it was some damage. Some people 
that the home was not built to strong did not. We will have to hunt our animals. Every body is 
scared to death. we still do not know if anybody was killed. I made my mind to one thing. If this 
earth quake or what ever it was did not happen in the Territory of Indiana then me and my family 
is moving to Pigeon Roost as soon as I can get things together.  

George Henry Crist 

 

 


