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Being on horseback in Livingston county, Kentucky, Mr. Rid-
dick, on the morning of the 8th of February, was sensible of the
earthquake. His horse refused to proceed, and bracing himself on
his legs, stood still. The atmosphere was remarkably luminous for
some time prior to the shaking of the ground. There was no moon-
shine; and yet objects could be seen to a considerable distance.
On this occasion the brightness was general,; and did not proceed
from any point or spot in the heavens. It was broad and expanded,
reaching from the zenith, on every side, toward the horizon. It
exhibited no flashes, nor concussions; but, as long as it lasted,
was a diffused illumination of the atmosphere on all sides; but
no noise was distinguished until the shaking of the earth began;
then the usual rumbling sound was heard.
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